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2020-2021 Financial Support for Undergraduates 
 

A major component necessary to establish financial aid eligibility is your Cost of Attendance (or 
student budget) which can vary based on your living circumstances.  All undergrads applying for aid 
are asked to complete an Enrollment and Housing Plans form so that your plans for enrollment and 
your living situation can be considered with your financial aid application.  If your plans change after 
you have submitted them to the FAO, please submit a new form. 

Standard Cost of Attendance by Living Situation 
Most students’ aid for the academic year will be based on a combination of quarters from these 
budgets.  All students (unless scheduled to graduate earlier) will be eligible for 3 quarters of eligibility 
for financial aid during the 2020-2021 academic year.  You may choose which 3 of the 4 quarters in 
which you would like to enroll. 

On Campus 
The on campus budget varies per quarter based on the cost of the standard meal plan. 

 Autumn Winter Spring Summer 
Tuition 18,491 18,491 18,491 18,491 
Room and Board* 5,937 5,687 5,631 5,600 
Student Fees (billed) 665 665 665 665 
Subtotal direct expenses 25,093 24,843 24,787 24,756 
Personal Expenses 735 735 735 735 
Books and Supplies 430 430 430 430 
Travel one round trip per quarter on campus 
Subtotal indirect expenses 1,165 1,165 1,165 1,165 

Total 26,258 26,008 25,952 25,921 
*estimated costs; final costs not yet available. 

Off Campus – Paying Rent 
This is the maximum budget for a student living off campus paying rent.  You are required to 
document your expenses using the Housing Expenses form.  If your actual expenses are lower, your 
cost of attendance may be lower. 

 Autumn Winter Spring Summer 
Tuition 18,491 18,491 18,491 18,491 
Student Fees (billed) 250 250 250 250 
Subtotal direct expenses 18,741 18,741 18,741 18,741 
Rent & Food Allowance 5,800 5,800 5,800 5,800 
Technology Allowance 350 350 350 350 
Personal Expenses 735 735 735 735 
Books and Supplies 430 430 430 430 
Subtotal indirect expenses 7,315 7,315 7,315 7,315 

Total 26,056 26,056 26,056 26,056 
 

https://financialaid.stanford.edu/undergrad/housing/
https://financialaid.stanford.edu/pdf/rent-2021.pdf
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Living with Family or Friends Rent Free 
Students who choose to live in a situation where they are not required to pay rent still have expenses 
for food and other expenses outside of the bill that their budget will include. 

 Autumn Winter Spring Summer 
Tuition 18,491 18,491 18,491 18,491 
Student Fees (billed) 250 250 250 250 
Subtotal direct expenses 18,741 18,741 18,741 18,741 
Food Allowance 2,200 2,200 2,200 2,200 
Technology Allowance 350 350 350 350 
Personal Expenses 735 735 735 735 
Books and Supplies 430 430 430 430 
Subtotal indirect expenses 3,715 3,715 3,715 3,715 

Total 22,456 22,456 22,456 22,456 
 

Student Responsibility 
As was announced in Spring 2020, the standard student contribution from summer earnings ($1,500) 
has been waived for all aid recipients and has been replaced with Stanford scholarship funds (most 
students will see a $500 increase per quarter). 

Additionally, we recognize that the expectation to work during the academic year will be difficult to 
meet given the unusual enrollment patterns and social distancing guidelines.  The standard work 
expectation for all students will be cut in half for 2020-2021, also to be replaced with Stanford 
scholarship funds.  Federal Work-Study is available for those who qualify in the 2020-2021 academic 
year, although the reduced expectation will impact maximum eligibility.  Remote work continues to 
be an option.  As always, how and when you meet the work expectation is up to you.  Outside awards 
may be used to meet this expectation.  Student loans are also available if you choose not to work. 

Parent Contribution 
Parent Contributions have been established based on information provided in the financial aid 
application process.  The expected parent contribution does not change based on your living 
situation.  If your family is experiencing financial hardship due to COVID-19 (or any other situation for 
that matter) your parent(s) is(are) welcome to submit additional information for consideration via the 
Request for Revision. 

Internet Access and other Technology Expenses 
The Hub is available to help you with tech support and with home internet access.  All standard 
budgets when you are not on campus include a $350 per quarter allowance for internet access and 
related expenses.  The Technology Fee for on campus students is included in the Student Fees 
allowance for on campus students.   

https://financialaid.stanford.edu/pdf/revreq21.pdf
https://thehub.stanford.edu/site-alert
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Academic Related Expenses 
All students receiving aid will still have the standard allowances for books & supplies as well as course 
fees.  If you find your computer equipment is not up to the task, the Computer Expense Form is 
available to let us know about new expenses. 

Other Expenses 
Our mission is to ensure that you’re able to be a successful student.  For medical and dental expenses 
that you incur during periods of enrollment, please use the Medical/Dental Expense form to submit 
those expenses to us for consideration.  For students with Cardinal Care, Vaden Health Center has 
provided information about how to use Cardinal Care when out of the area.  If you decide to enroll in 
Cardinal Care, be sure to let us know so we can consider that expense in your cost of attendance. 

Putting it All Together 
So what does all of this mean?  Award letters will be confusing in this situation because they show 
autumn, winter and spring rolled up into one award and summer in a separate letter.  You can find 
more information here about how to view your Quarterly details via Axess.   

In the quarter(s) that you will not be on campus, you will not be billed for housing, dining or any 
related fees.  If your aid during any quarter is greater than the charges on your student account, you 
will be refunded the difference at the start of the term (once you are enrolled at the appropriate level).  
It will be up to you to budget those funds appropriately to last for the duration of the quarter.  We 
strongly recommend that all students sign up for direct deposit for fastest delivery of funds to your 
personal bank account. 

FAQs 
I am a first-year student who has already received a financial aid offer.  Will my aid change? 
Your offer might change.  Your original award letter assumed that you would be living on campus for 3 
quarters.  Depending on your living situation in the quarter you will be enrolled remotely, your 
eligibility will be revised to reflect your new costs.  Please submit your Enrollment and Housing Plans 
for next year as soon as you have made decisions. 
 
I don’t yet know which quarters I will enroll in or what my living situation will be.  What should I 
do? 
You should complete the Enrollment and Housing Plan with the most likely scenario you will follow 
after consultation with your academic advisor and your family and friends.  We cannot put together 
your 2020-2021 financial aid award letter until we know your plans.  If you change your mind at a later 
date, you can resubmit your plan and we will revise your award accordingly.   
 
How will it impact my aid if I choose to live off campus all year? 
No student is required to live on campus next year.  Your aid eligibility will be based on your 
Enrollment and Housing Plans that you share with the Financial Aid Office.  Review the on and off 
campus budgets in this document to get a sense of the resources that may be available to you for off 
campus expenses.  If you would normally get assistance in the form of scholarships to pay for your 
living expenses on campus, you may also qualify for assistance toward living expenses off campus.   
 

https://financialaid.stanford.edu/pdf/computer_v2.pdf
https://financialaid.stanford.edu/pdf/MedicalDentalExpense.pdf
https://vaden.stanford.edu/open-serve-students
https://financialaid.stanford.edu/pdf/20-21aidbyquarter.pdf
https://axess.stanford.edu/
https://sfs.stanford.edu/student-accounts/refunds/direct-deposit
https://financialaid.stanford.edu/undergrad/housing/
https://financialaid.stanford.edu/undergrad/housing/
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What if I change my mind about my plans? 
You may complete a new Enrollment and Housing Plan and resubmit it.  We will revise your aid 
accordingly. You may wait to submit your plan until you have discussed your options with your 
academic advisor and have investigated housing options, but know that we will not be able to create 
an award letter for you until we have your plan. 
 
I would like to enroll in all 4 quarters next year.  Can I get aid for 4 quarters? 
The FAO will consider your 4th quarter next year as we have treated summer quarter in the past.  Only 
students who can demonstrate that they need an additional quarter to graduate will be awarded 
scholarship funds.  All others will be offered student loans to cover the expenses for a 4th quarter 
(plus federal Pell eligibility in limited circumstances), which may not be enough to completely cover 
the cost of a 4th quarter. 
 
I’ve decided to take a Leave of Absence.  What will happen to my aid? 
You must take the official steps for a leave of absence as soon as you’ve make your decision 
(information about the process for 2020-2021 available soon).  You are not eligible for assistance form 
the financial aid program in any quarter in which you are not enrolled (with the exception of support 
for Cardinal Care if you are enrolled and already receiving support for that expense).  All international 
students considering a leave of absence should discuss their situation with Bechtel International 
Canter advisors.  Be sure to submit appropriate application materials for financial aid at least 2 
months before your planned return. 

Still Have Questions? 
Contact the Financial Aid Office at financialaid@stanford.edu.  We are also available for phone/zoom 
conversations by appointment. 

 

https://financialaid.stanford.edu/undergrad/housing/
mailto:financialaid@stanford.edu
https://financialaid.stanford.edu/contact/
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